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We appear to be in the midst of a housing crisis in Sonoma County.  The price of homes is rising even faster then the booming economy.  But, who really cares?  Those individuals trying to get into a home of their own care, and so do those telecom employers who have to recruit out of state for the people they need.  To some extent this forces other employers to care also because they too have to deal with employees demanding higher wages as a result of these rising costs.





It’s not only the cost of getting into a single family home.  The price of rentals is also tied directly to this problem.  People who never thought they would be able to afford a house are becoming concerned that they will not even be able to afford rentals in Sonoma County.  These are the lower paid employees for whom a commute from Lake or Mendocino county would be an additional financial burden.





And who doesn’t care about housing costs? First and foremost are those who already own a home in Sonoma County. The present housing crunch represents an opportunity to greatly increase the value of their holdings.  You can’t really blame them in this society where wealth is the only universally recognized goal.





They have another concern also, quality of life.  If the housing supply were to be expanded to meet the demand, traffic and schools could become even more serious problems then they are.


 


Our present situation could be compared to that which occurred in Marin thirty five years ago.  They could have grown to accommodate the new residents who were filling jobs in San Francisco and Marin, or they could control residential growth and push the newcomers to Sonoma County.  They did the latter as you well know.  Marin preserved its quality of life by forcing others to compromise theirs.  We now have the same choice.





I love seeing the value of my home increase every month.  Our two sons each own a home in Petaluma.  Why should I care what happens to newcomers?  Maybe because thirty one years ago I was a newcomer and the people who were already here made room for me and my family.





The majority of our City Council has moved here in the last thirty years and we found room for them.  Why can’t we find room for some more?





We can’t, and shouldn’t, consider single family homes running up the side of Sonoma Mountain, but is that the only solution?  Rail transit advocates preach high density housing along the rail line. Remember the Calthorpe pedestrian pockets of several years ago when rail was being sold as a solution? Let’s resurrect the idea.





Why aren’t the commercial developers who build forty to eighty thousand square foot office buildings also providing two floors of employee housing above the work area? (Modern versions of the old eastern mill towns)  But, seriously, why is the only solution seen as either single family detached homes or two story apartments?  Multi story apartment buildings (all with great views because of their height) could be built in Petaluma in the flood plain on pilings with parking underneath.  There could even be three and four bedroom apartments.  Wasn’t high density the Calthorpe concept?





I’m sure those professionally involved in housing and construction could come up with a number of solutions which would allow residential units to be built with minimum community impact.  If the movers and decision makers in the county’s cities would just set up the primary criteria (i.e. traffic, school and other mitigations) and not nit-pick the details, it could be done. 





If we really want to provide housing, we can.  But, if an acceptable solution can’t be reached, the fault will be wi
